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Mr. Witson ef Difreffes and Joys fnybed. 


OW what is there in al! this, chat w any Way in 
confiftent with the (srouous ot Relign p, oF Py n- 
ciples of fober Reafon’? Is not the Garit of Sen 
and the /Mrath of Gop to be trembled at?) And 

is not finful Man capable of fechag the Bitterneds bereot ? 
Nay, doth « not ftand him greatly in Hand to be affected 
with them? Are thefe nothing but the Rerts amd | spews: of 
rrelameboiv ryertvie ming the Fan. y, and bling st full of bears 
and dreadful Apprehentions | > This indeed would be very 
grateful to the Afad Crue; who will readily gather from 
hence, that whentoever Con/erence gi cs them any clofe ting- 
ing Gripes for ther Wickednefs, (a9! dowdt mot but it doth 
fommetimes) & w but making thernfcives believe that this om 
nothing elie but a melamcheiet Dusin , and then they wii 
foan conclude, that the beit Way to be rid of tuch an un- 
Pp leafing Gsueft, istorun to a Temrnor a Play- Hause, > 
drink of Sport away thele famatscd Vapeurs, sind /uper/titicn: 
fears, that break People of ther Late, and are bhnermscs to 
the Peace ot Man kind. And luch Mcwatdenh, Median 
may podibly for a wiule (am over the bore, and imeother the 
Cheeks of Conjfesence, by caftirg the carcicts Simmer into 4 
Frodich- Fea > But whenevct (soD comes thorowly t> grapp 
with the gudty Soul, amd fet hes Sime un Creder before tea, 
cafting Bere Balls of W rath and Horror into hw Gonfeieme 
the poos Wretch will find chat thele dacdynes will prove bit 
smu ‘erable Comforters, and that sf +: ¢ fearful Thing 02 fais om 
to the Hands of the tawing GUD. Hot. io. 1. 
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But what do we think of the Scripture-Inftances given be- 
fore, of ‘fob, David, Heman? What of the lamentable 
State of Fr. Spira, befides ozher Examples, not a few, of 
Jater Years? What, were they nothing but melancholick 
Fancies, that drew from thofe diftrefs’d Souls fuch bitterCom- 
plaints, and dreadful Outcries? When the /a/-mention’d 
Perfon fell into that woful Agony, his ‘* Friends fuppofing 
*«s that Melancholy, overfhadowing his Judgment, might be 
<* the Caufe of hisTrouble, convey’d him toPadua, a noted 
“© Univerfity in Italy, and had the Advice of three eminent 
‘« Phyficians ; who, after due Examination, and mature 
<¢ Confideration of Things, return’d this Verdict, That they 
<< could not difcern that his Body was affiiEled with any dange- 
<¢ yous Diftemper originally from it [elf by the Predominancy of 
“© any Humour : But that extream Grief oppreffing thé Spirits, 
‘< fiirred up ill Humours in the Body, and thereby difcompofed 
«* him. And when they had endeavour’d, by Phyfick, to 
«¢ confume thofe Humours, or at leaft to divert the Courfe 
‘* of them from the Brain ; but all without the defired Suc- 
*< cefs; Spira noting it, thus befpeaks them; Alas, poor 
‘© Men, how far wide are you? Da you think that.this Difeafe 
‘* 7s to be cured by Potions? Believe me, there muft be another 
<< Manner of Medicine ; it’s neither Plaifters, nor Drugs that 
‘< can help a fainting Soul caft down with the Senfe of Sin and 
** the Wrath of Gov. It’s only Curist that muf? be the 
6* Dhyfician, and the Gofpel the fole Antidote. The Phyficians, 
<< fays the Relator, eafily believed him, having underftood 
‘* the whole Truth of the Matter, and therefore wifht him 
** to feek fome fpiritual Comfort.’’ The Relation before 
cited, p. 49, &c. Ib. p. 52. 

I grant indeed, that Melancholy, where it is predominant, 
gives great Advantage to the Increafe of Sadnefs, and the 
multiplying of perplexing Fears: And when Con/cience is 
awakened, its Fears and Difquietments may be heighten’d by 
Imagination, and this fet on Work by {mall Accidents, as the 
Sound of a Knell, or the rattling of Thunder, or fome frightful 
Sight. But ftill the fr/? and principal Cau/fe of the Diftrefs is 
fomething really formidable to a fober and fedate Mind. And 
if any fhould judge otherwife, I think, I may without any 
Imputation of Rafhnefs or Uncharitablenefs, {ufpeét them to 
doubt whether /indiftive ‘Fu/tice, and the everlafting Pains 
of Hell, be a Reality. And if any fhould be of that Mind, 
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Mr. Wirson of Diftreffes and Foys. 9 


Jet them, if they think good, folace themfelves with fuch 
Dreams, till Experience refolve the Queftion. 


, SECT. UL 

Come we in the next ‘Place, to fpeak fomething of the 
Joys that are begotten in a Chriftian’s Heart by the Difco- 
very of Gop’s Love tohim. ‘Touching this, thus much we 
find ; 

1. That the Love of Gon is fhed abroad in the Hearts of 
Chriftians dy the Sprrit of Gop. Rom. 5. 5. And that 
the fame Hoty Spirit witneffeth with their Spirits that they 
are the Children of Gop, and Heirs of Glory. Rom. 8. 16, 
17. Where the Apoftle {peaks of a twofold Witnefs of our 
Adoption, 1. The Sprrit of Gop witneffeth this, partly 
by begetting that Grace in the Heart that is the peculiar 
Chara¢ter of a Child of Gop, (in which Refpect he is faid to 
feal Believers to the Day of Redemption ; viz. by ftamping the 
holy Image of Gop upon them) Tit. 3. 5. 2 Thef. 2. 12. 
Eph. 4. 30+ partly by enabling them to difcern this Work, 
and fee this Seal ftamp’d upon them. 1 Cor. 2.12. 2. The 
regenerate Confcience,enabled and affifted byGop’s Spirit 
to fee this, doth thence infer a Chriftian’s Sonfhip. 

2. Where this is wrought, it ferves to fill the Heart with 
exceeding ‘Foy above what the greateft earibly Comfort can 
beget. Witnefs that of the Pfalmift, Pfal. 4. 6, 7. There 
be many that fay, Whe will fhew us any Good? Lorn, lift 
thou up the Light of thy Countenance upon us. Thou haff put 
Gladne/s in my Heart, more than in the Time that their Corn 
and their Wine increafed. And that of the Apoftle, 1 Pet. 
1. 8. who fpeaking of Curist, fays, Whom having not feen, 
ye love; in whom shough now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with ‘Foy unfpeakuiie and full of Glory. The Teftimony 
that Confcience gives to a Chriftian of his Integrity, is (as 
St. ‘Paul tells us) Matter of much ‘Fry. 2 Cor. 1. 12. But 
there are who conceive, that befides this, there are fometimes 
afforded fome more immesiate Refreshments from the Hor 
Spirit. And of this Mind is a learned Author, in a Tree: 
tife publifhed fome few Years ago, where he thus fpeo' 
The Feaft of a good Confcience is the true Chriftians deily 2. ¢ , 
and fure, whatever the rich Men of the World think, be nly 
can be faid to fare delicioufly. Nay, be hath yet mare fuperns 
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tura! Food, Manna vain'd dawn immediately from Heinen, the 
Hoty SPiRiT font om Purpofe to refrepp nt apr him; 
thofe Joys which differ rather in Degree than Kind from thofe 
which are to be bis om Portion. Caufes of the rts of 
bes =~ Piety, Chap. 

3. Hence are Chriftians enabled to pafs cheerfully ‘through 
the tharpeft Trials and foreft Affii@tions that'can befal them 
in this their mournful Pilgrimage. We rejoice, faith the 
Apoltle, in ‘Hépe of the Glory of Gon. Anil wot ihly fo,’ but 
ae ghry in Phin a fo. Rom. ant 2, 3. And 'the He- 

tews took joyfully the of their Goods, knowing’in'them 
Selves that dared in om Kifer abetter thd an baat Sub- 
lance. Heb. 10. 34. 

4. Where thefe ‘Fays‘are in heir Tall Tide, they carry the 
Chriftian triumphantly through'the bittére/? Pangs of Death : 
Of which there are nutherous Examples in all Ages of the 
Church. 

Thefe Comforts are not afforded 'to all in like Meafure, 
hor to any always at the fame Height. It feems good to the 
Wifdom of Goo fo to difpenfe them as that thofe who have 
the lafgeft Portion, ‘know thit there is‘ wide Diffe- 
rence between Earth an Heaven ; ; afd that are yet but 
Pilgrims, and in their Wildernefs-State,’ though forhetimes 
gives thetn for their Entouragetnent a Pi/gab-Sight ‘of that 
heavenly Canaan, towards which they’are 

‘But what ! Muft a ‘the forementioned ‘Joys and réfreth 
Comforts that the holy Scripture fpeaks ‘of, ahd ‘the Expeci at 
of the oreo a en be coud Bete an a 
Juggle or a Cheat e Tranfport of frantick Raptures, ‘ox 
hen mere Ulufio fion of an enthu, aie Fancy, Lifes with trie 
and aftive Spirits, and ‘fil ich warm end ightly Tinagi- 
nations ? as it-fuch ‘an rove Bay ‘Comfort that Davi 
pray’d for, Pfal. s1. 8. Make bedr Yop tn Cladus, 
that the Bones which thou haft broken ay rejoite. Ana 
Ver. 12., Reffore to me the Foy of Salodtion. And when the 


Pfalmift fays, Pfal. 94. 19. Jn'the Miultituile o 
thy Comforts delight ny Soul. om Tat 


within -" 
112. 4 the Upright pe arifeth Light in the Diartne 
Js this nothing but the ‘ras/imy'of ‘the Blood, tnd the Dratlag 
out of the.natural Spirits from the Oppre fim: of melancholick 
Funes, and’ refrefoing the dreoping Fancy? When thie 2 
profeffeth, 2 Cor. 7. 4. that he was “illed with Comfort, and 
exceed= 
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imeminy fe in ol! bis Tribulations: Was this 


« fongeine Cuaplanion ‘ot the Bocce 
Poantajms ? this make Pow! and Silas fing ‘ok 


Cunt Or was it this that cheer’d the Hon of thefe 
dlefied who with fomuch Fey and Trampb «m- 
braced the <tthe Faas? Scipunedaeens 
ih che md. lames te) 
‘dnfances that be pra res emmary aga 
‘of Pérfons, {or Wifidem and. Holinefs, yo 
guifhing Sicknfles, cies toate dlodlordore as fo waited, 
and their Strength fo impair’d, ‘that they conld not ftir to 
feed or help themfelves, (tlhe whale 5 renee 
broken ‘by Terweiadlag and :confuming Painsy yet heve then 
fel: ehéfe inward) Foys in’ an panne b bey could nt 
Fmother ; but’ as 
and ria revising 5 Sight ones eof the Sie 
of that other World, ‘have,with fuch Vigour and 
| 6 Alacrity (and yet with Judgmentiand Prudence) poured owt 
Praifes a and ‘Tihankfgivings to their gracious RepeemeR , 
| ithat-ithath ‘at ence delighted and Lorre cgeneeetel 
their ineelligent Frends that came'to viit them. ! 


SECT. AV. 

Tcatmot think ie poflible that the Truth of thefe Things 
‘fhould be queftion’d by any that do indeed selieve thieScrir- 
“Tues, and have feltthe Power of the Word. upon, their 
‘Hearts:' But'thére is a fceptick Generatiomof Men, whos 
‘Minds -are fo tin@tur’d with x profane Gaiety, that the whole 
Brai gis become to ‘them no better than ia ‘Play-Book or -a 
‘Remanee'; upon which they love ‘to. exercife their drolling 
Wits, by putting the Deétrines‘and.|Difcourfes ‘of the Pre- 
phets: and Spopbles #ntoa ridiculous!Drefs, the better'to expofe 
them ‘to ‘the Scorn of livfidels ; ‘as if they cead that facred 
Volutteto-no other Parpofe, than:(as a late ‘Author (peaks 
of fome) to enable them to blafphime Gon tn his own Suk. 
Gentleman’s Calling, Seé. 6. 

I have indeed often wonder’d what fhould betray any to this 
fond and irrational Conveit ofrefolving «the Agomies of dif- 
theicontrary "Foys of ferionsChriftians 

sanderAffurance, into whe Wifferent:Femperatune of their 
Bodies, and the ‘fultatile : ‘Workings of their. Fancy ; ’till 
I-met with a Piece of new Divinity in a late Belgi. k 
TraGtator , 
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Traftator, + and then I began to fufpeé out of whatChimny 
came all this Smoke. For this Account doth thatGentlemen 
give us of the boly Prophets mentioned in Scripture : «* That 
‘© their Revelations proceeded from theStrength and Heighth 


** of Imagination and were diverfifyed according to the dif- — 


s© ferent Temper andéConftitution of their Bodies, whieh 


<*® caufed different Workings in their Fancy... Hence, he 
.*% fays) thofe ‘Prophets that were of cheerful and debonair © 
-*s Complexion, prophefied altogether of Peace and Profpe- = 
.*© rity, Viétory over Enemies, and all Things to Men’s 


‘* Hearts content ; thefe being fuch Things as beft fuited 


-© with their Imaginations. On the other Side, thofe Pre- 
S* phets that were fad and melancholick, or of angry and 
'** morofe Tempers,’ they altogether prophefied of War and 


‘* Blood-fhed, Defolation and Deftruétion : thefe being fuch 
‘¢ Things, as their drooping and dejectedF ancy did moft run 
«* upon. Accordingly he tellsus, that whatfoever Revela- 
** tions the Prophets received, they did not at all better or 
*¢ advance their Underftandings, or beget in them any folid 


*« Knowledge : They were good honeft Men indeed, but 


*< none of the wifeft : for Men of Note, for Wifdom, ne- 
** ver were Prophets ; that being aWork that belongs to the 
‘¢ Imagination, and not to the Judgment.’’ In the fame 
Chapter he undertakes to give us a Reafon wiry: Johab, when 
he had heard the Book of the Law read in his 

thereby made apprehenfive of fome impendant Calamity.; 
would not fend to the Prophet ‘Jeremy, (t hough then living) 
** Becaufe (forfooth) he was a melancholick Man, and one, 
‘¢ who, by his many Sufferings and hard Ufage, ~ was 
** grown weary of his Life, and therefore was not likely to 
‘* prophefy any Good. But he chofe to fend rather to the 
‘ss Prophetefs Huldab, who being a Woman,and fo [it feems, 
** according to the Softnefs. ofthat Sex}. more inclined to 
‘¢ ‘Tendernefs and Compaffion, was a fitter Inftrument for 
‘* Gop to reveal his Mercy by.” 





+ Traétat. Theologico Polit, Cap. 2. , 

} Let the Reader take Notice of this Tragtators foul Miftake ; 
for where do we find that the Prophet Jeremy met with fuch 
hard Ufage "till after Johah’s Death ? 
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Mr. Witson of Diftreffes and Foys) 13 


This is a Piece of that Author’s politica! Atheology. And 
truly 1 know no Kind of Divinity (if we may call>sany. fuch 
Thing by that Name ), from which this conceit,that we have 
under Confideration, can more fairly be thought to derive 
its Original. But if we muft look any higher for its Pede- 
gree, t cannot tell whom to father it upon, (next to the Fa- 
ther of Lyes unlefs it be,that Arabian Philofopher of greatNote 
forLearning, t¢ who is faid to, afcribe the MGracles wrought by 
the primitiveChriftians to thePower of an exaltedImagination ; 
by Virtue of which, he fays,they had entertain’da ftrong Con- 
ceit of the Deity of theirMafter : and thisFancy (in hisA ppre- 
henfion) was that which wrought fuch Wonders inCuRIsT’s 
Name. Whether that which heightened this Pagan’s “Con- 
fidence to fo bold and abfurd an Affertion, were any extra- 
traordinary Skill head in the Anatomy of the Brain, or the 
Laws of Mechanifm, \know not. , But whatfoever Grounds 
he might be fuppofed to have, I think none that heartily owns 
the Chriftian Name, will afcribe fuch a ridiculous Perfwafion 
to the Depth of his Philofophy, but to the Heighth of his 
Infidelity. t Avicenna. 


’ 





Revival of Religion at Harvarp in the County of 
Middlefex, about 40 Miles weftward of Boston : 
In'a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Seccoms, Paftor 
of the Church there, to the Rev. Mr. Prince. 


‘Rev. Sirs Harvard, Feb. 20. 174354. 
J Pger es. to your Requeft I here fend you a cautious 

& tho’ brief Account of theREVIVAL of Religion in the 
Tewn to which | ftand in a paftoral Relation. 

The firft vifible Alteration among my People for the bet- 
ter was fome Time in the Month of September in the Year 
1739, when feveral began to grow more thoughtful and fe- 
rious, and fomewhat reform’d ; more conftant and diligent 
in attetiding the publick Worfhip, more attentive in hearjag 
the Word preached, more careful to fan&tify the Sabbath, ésc. 

Not long after this,came four young Men to me under con- 
fiderable Aoaleities & Concern about their fpiritual State. In 
Decemb. following thefe famePerfons were taken intoChurch- 
Fellowfhip, who had been of too loofe a Life &Converfation 
inTimes paft ; which put many upon further Thoughtfulnefs. 

\. From 





14 Revival of Religion at Harvaron. 


From this Time, the Concern began to inereafe, and there 
wasifcarce a Sacrament pafs’d (which is with us once in eight. 
Weeks) without fome Additions to the Church from that to 
the prefent Time; tho” twelve is the greateft Number that 
have been receiv’d at onee. 

After'a while religious Difeourfe began to be’ introduced 
among Perfons on Lord’s- Days between Exercifes, which had 
been fhamefully neglected, and could not before this be ob- 
tain’d. «And by many it waslook’d upon as. a Sign of Hy- 
pocrify, and accordingly fuch were much feorned by the Iefs 
ferious and confiderate among the People. But as this Con-’ 
cern grew upon Perfons, religious Conver fation became more. 
frequent ; and many would often fpeak one to another about 
Soul-concerns.°" «" a 

Afterwards /everal young ‘Per fons were formed into Societies 
for Prayer, reading the Word, Singing, and. religious Con- 
ference. ‘This vifible Reformation among the young People 
was (under Gop) a Means of ftitring up many middle-aged 
and edder Perfons to think more ferioufly about their Souls, 
and what they fhould do to be faved. And they alfo- had a 
weekly Meeting together forPrayer,é¥c. Here was now a great. 
vilible Reformation among the People-both Old and Young. 

The Work of Conviétion and Converfion was begun and. 
carried on in a gradual Manner, principally, by. the preaching 
of the Word. The preached Word became more. quick» and 
powerful than ufual ; dike asa Fige, and like. a HAMMER 
that breaketh the Rock in Pieces. And particularly fome Ser- 
mons from //a..5§. 1, and £zek. 33. 11. were fet Home 
upén'the Hearts of {ome for their great Awakening, and «I 
hope faving Good. Many were made fenfible of ‘that, mifé> 
rable, wretched State they were in by Nature, and that,Foun-: 
tain, of Sin that isin the Heart: judging and condemning 
themfelves as the very greateft. and vileft of Sinners; and, 
greatly concerned-how to obtain an Intereft in the Lorn, 

Jesus Curist. Some had amazing Apprebenfions. of the. 
dreadful Wrath of Gop under which they lay ; very fenfible 

how greatly they had been blinded and deluded in Time pak, 
as to theNature of Religion and the State of their own Souls : 

greatly affe&ted with their Ignorance in divine Things, and to. 
think they had abufed the Patience of Gon. fo, long, being, 
even aftonifhed at their being yet, out of Hell: and greatly, 
be.vailing their former Infenfiblenefs of the Defignof tle, boly: 
Sabbath, and their having fin’d away fuch precious Seafuns for 
their Souls. (The Remainder in our next.) 
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